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A Renaissance Mantelpiece. By W. H. Ai.drich & Co., New York. 



A RENAISSANCE HANTELPIECE. 




HILE we advocate simplicity in 
home adornment as a rule, we 
do not wish to be considered 
radical in our ideas on this sub- 
ject, as in its proper place, with fit- 
ting condition, nothing gives such 
an idea of grandeur and elegance as 
a piece of well-designed monu- 
mental work. In the first place, 
the outlines must be bold, dignified, 
and in true classical proportions; 
construction must be apparent, cor- 
rect and genuine. With these con- 
ditions well conceived, the decora- 
tions, it matters not how rich, find their just place, pro- 
vided, of course, they are designed in a fitting key of 
elegance, and in corresponding style, as incongruity of 



style between outline and ornament, it matters not how 
elegant the detail, produces a feeling of unrest, a lack 
of that element of repose so necessary in any archi- 
tectural treatment. 

The mantelpiece shown on this page fitly illustrates 
this point. While the ornament is rich and elaborate, 
it enhances rather than obscures the construction, en- 
riching and giving added beauty to the design en masse. 
Another good point in this design is the fact that all 
elaboration of detail is on and above the eye level, leav- 
ing the lower portion solid, plain and richly dignified, 
as befits work of this character. Of course, in a scheme 
of this nature color is a strong factor, and we regret 
our inability to show the project in its entirety. Dark 
oak, or rich old mahogany, with walls and ceilings in 
low tones of harmonizing color, would best suit this 
scheme, as in lighter woods and brilliant coloring much 
if not all of its quiet, stately dignity would be lost. Mr. 
Aldrich and his associates are to be congratulated on the 
correct and mature judgment shown in all their work. 



